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DANGER, &c. ^/7^ 
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JEREMIAH V. 29. 

SHALL NOT MY SOUL BE AVJINGED ON SUCH A NA- 
TION AS THIS. 

This prophet appeared in a very degenc- 
ijj^ period of the Jewifh church. Every order of that 
people, from the humble peafant to the prince on the 
twbrie, had apoftatized from the true God, and had 
loft that fimplicity in his worfliip, and that zeal for 
his name which were their former charaQeriftic and 
glory. The mafs of the people, forfaking the Lord. 
God ofiheirfathtrs^' had mingled in all the abfurdi- 
tles of the idolatry bf the nations around them : their ^ 
prinrces did evilin thejight of Jehovah^ arfd no longer 

ruled for his glory, or the good of their fubjc£i:s : 
even thofe who were called to minifter at the altar de- 

^ graded both themftlves and their office by a fervile, 

corrupt, mercenary fpirit: The fun had alfo gone down • 
upon their prophets ; thefe lights^ of Ifrael were now 
darkened through error of principle, and hccntiouf- 

^ nefs of praQice ; inftead of ftemming the torrent of 

general defeftion by expofing with a holy heroifm 
the iniquities of all claffes, they rolled along with the 
ftream, and rather tended to fwell and infuriate it byt 
prophecying djdlfe vijion^ and the deceit of their avm 
hearts. There is not a more awful prefage of fpccdy 
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dcflruQion to a nation than when, as the prophet ^ 
cxprcffcs it, there is like people, like priejl ; when 
corruption of manners generally prevails, and the 
meflengers of the Lordof hofts have neither firmncft 
nor fidelity to make an open oppofiiion. 

The Lord God, grieved and provoked with thefe 
abominations, gently, yet feverely reminds Ifrael of 
her former zeal for his glory, and his delight in her as 
his peculiar people. / remember thee^ the kindnefs of 
thy youth, and the love of thine ejpoufah : Ifrael was^ 
holinefsto the Lord, and the Jirji fruits oj his increafe^ 
He then appeals to heaven and earth, whether an ex.-^ 
ample of fuch ingratitude and obftinacy could be 
found in any other nation. Haft thoufeen that which 
hackfliding Ifrael hath done : Jlie is gone up upon eve- 
ry high mountain and under every green tree, and 
there hath played the harlot : and Ifaid after file had 
done all thefe things, turn thou unto me, but Jhe re- 
turned not : their tranfgreffipns are many, and their 
lackflidings are increafedj howjhall I pardon thee 
for this ? At lad worn out with their iniquities, and 
refolved to make a full end of them as a people alto- 
gether incorrigible, Jehovah calls upon Jeremiah ta 
arifeand at the peril of bis own foul not to refufe de- 
nouncing their doom ; Thou therefore gird up thyr 
loins and arife and [peak unto them all that I command 
thee; be not difmayed at their faces, lefl I confound 
thee before them. Shall not I vifit for thefe things 
faith the Lord ; ^' Is not my wrath revealed from 
heaven agaiuft all ynrighteoufnefs and ungodlincfs of 
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man ? Can I confiftently with the purity and refli- 
tudeof my nature; can I confiftently with ray cha- 
raQcr as the moral governor of the world pafs by 
with impunity thefe wanton, thefe repeated, thcfc 
grofs violations of my law ? Shall not my foal be a- 
venged on fuck a nation as this ? 

You will readily notice that the expTtBoii,fhall 
not my foul he avenged^ is rather uncommon ; it is 
ufed after the manner of men and rcprcfcnts the great 
God as earneftly and unalterably beni on bis pur- 
pofe ; it is defigned to exprefs both the certainty and 
the feverity of the judgments to be executed on infa- 
tuated Ifrael. 

This day was fet a part for the folemn cxcrcifcs 
of fafting, humiliation and prayer on account of the 
alarming afpeft of providence to our country. We 
are not called merely to deprecate that wrath which 
apparently hangs over our nation ; they are greatly 
miftaken who imagine that this ihould be our only, 
or even our principal excrcife : we ought to be deep! 
]y impreffed that our national offences are the caufe 
of our national calamities ; we ought impartially to 
examine what tranfgreflion on our part has kindled 
this hot difpUafure ; to acknowledge the rightcoufnefs 
of Jehovah in all the judgments with which we are 
threatened ; to improve by faith the atonement of 
bis Eternal Son as the only mean of our reconciliation ; 
to return to him in theexercife of unfeigned repent' 
ance, and then earneftly to plead with an offended 

God that m the mdjl of xvralh he would remember 
mercy. 



In order io affift you in thefc important cxcrcif- ^ 
t» k naay be proper, '^* 

I. To confider thofe crimes with which as a na«> 
tion we are obvioufly chargeable — and % 

II. Those evidences of divine vengeance which 
iKt have occafionally felt and under which we novir 
fcffer. 

I. As a nation, we are chargeable with fliamc- 
ful ingratitude for privileges enjoyed. It muft be 
freSi in your own recolleQion when the fpot where 
vf€ no-W' worfliip was ravaged by the incurdons of a 
formidable, unpitying foe; when the murderous fa- 
Vftge with his tomahawk and fcalping knife prowled 
around your dwellings, often piercing your fouls 
with hi« terrific yells; when the doors of your fanflu- 
ary were (hut up ; when your habitations* were left 
defolate ; when the fon, torn from the arms of his 
Hiother, and the hufband from the embraces of hi& 
wife, were expofed to the toils and dangers of the 

* Tkt British army under the covimand of General BiU'^ 
gimyne^ in their descent from Canada^ marched alo7ig the 
Hudson river, about sixieenmiles tot he west of Salem; but small 
detachments of the enemy penetrated that and the neighbor -^ 
ing towns, plundering the inhabitants : Parties of Indians 
also sallied out through these settlements^ and murdered a 
tvhole family in the vicinity of Salem ; and the tcxcn 
was almost entirely evacuated in jdugust of m7, ichcn the 
inhabiiantSy through apprehension of the enemy, fled fQf 
sliHler into the interior of the country. 



fiel4; 90d y<m were driven to flrangcci fiur a miftr-^ 
able ihelter from the. idolemeocy of the ftuf&ti. Iti 
ifoat hour df peril and p^nic^ the avenger of wrongs 
ipteippfe^ i& y6iic boiMf ; difconccf ted tfac aflvGt&A 
xy 3 €r(>wo^^ wkb vidory eqoaiUy! uriexpeded and 
fignal* ytiur feeJbte cxections^ a»4 r:^ftiC)red yau to tbc 
peaceful pofleffipii of your oy^n baibitaiioba* Sinc^ 
the revolutionary war^ v^hich terminated iu theiildit* 
pcndence of our country, we have enjoyed a degree 
of profperity with6ut a parallel in the hiftory 
of any nation ; We are favored with a conftitu- 
tion probably the moft mild» the mofl; equitable^ 
and, while fupportcd by public virtue, the moft diffu-* 
five of general bappinefs that was ever framed by 
man. While our ears have often heard the thunder of 
diftant war; while almoft every arrival upon our 
coafts has brought the intelligence of the murderous: 
battle fought ; of other wives made widows, and| 
other children fatherlefs } of old kingdoms convuU 
fed, and new empires ereded on their ruins^ our 
peace has been uninterrupted : We have eat every mam 
cf his own vine^ and everyone of his fig tree, ani 
drank every one of the waters oj his cijiern^ without a- 
ny to annoy or alarm : While famine has waved 
her fcourge over other countries and driven thou- 
sands of the inhabitants to the neceffity of begging 
their bread, we have literally rolled in worldly afflu- 

* ^ The memorable defeat and capture of General Bur-^ 
gkoyne took plate about the lith of October ^ when the inha- 
bHunts returned to their o'wn possessions. 
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ence ; our foil, under the hufbandman's cultivation^ 
has yielded a rich profufion of fruits, and our com^ 
merce has wafted upon our fhores the produdions oJP 
every foreign clime. Thefe outward privileges have 
been crowned with the infinitely more precious means 
of fal vation. We have enjoyed the or^des of the 
living God in our own language, and the various 
ordinances of his worihip in their native fimplicity and 
purity. When privileges fo pre-eminent are bcftow- 
ed on a perfon or a people, returns of thankfgiving, 
and obedience are expe6led in proportion ; but the 
blelSngs heaped upon us as a nation have been equal* 

led only by our ingratitude and impiety. Have 
we as individuals, been walking in the fear of the 
Lord, regulating ourfclves by his word as the rule, 
9nd confulting his glory as the highell end of our 
lives ? As families have we been offering up the tri* 
bute of praife to the common Author of our mercies ; 
has each been encouraging the other to the perform- 
ance of every civil, and focial, and religious duty ; 
have we been thus teaching and admonijhing one ano- 
iher in pfalms^ and hymns ^ and Jpiritual Jongs ? Have 
we as a nation exceeded all others in gratitude, as we 
have been elevated above them in privilege ? As ci« 
tizens, as minifters, as magiftrates have we advanced 
hand in hand, each aiming at the good of the whole ; 
and all promoting the glory of Him who raifed usto a 
rank fo exalted among the nations of the earth ? How 
reverfe have been our charaQer,and condufcl ? More 
ungrateful, more infatuated than Jejhurun tve have 
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^axtdfat i v)€ have for gotten the God that made us^ viho 
tedeemed us in the hour of jeopardy, and lightly ef- 
teemed the rock of our falvation. The diflinguifliing 
goodnefs of Cod inRcad of leading us to repentance, 
to reformation of life has produced pride, prefump^ 
^uoufnefs, licentioufnefs of principle, and profligacy 
of manners. Our affluence, which ought to have 
flowed in fupplying the wants of the indigent ; in fup- 
porting the ordinances of religion ; in propagating 
the gofpel through the frontier feulcraents ; ^nd in 
conveying to the perifliing heathen the means offal- 
vation, has been proftituted to luxury of living; to 
extravagance of drcfs ; to the aggrandizement of our 
families; or in adding houfe to houfe and farm 
to farm. Our language has correfponded with 
that of the prcfumptuous monarch of Egypt, Who 
is the Lord that wefhould obey him ? " Our gold, our 
(liver, our pofledions are our own, and for the grati- 
fication of our own appetites they fhall be employed." 
Our ingratitude is thus a fin of high aggravation, 
and is one caufe why the Lord God is pleading his 
controverfy with our land. Hear heavens^ and. 
give ear^ earthy for the Lord hath fpoken ; I have, 
nourijked and hrought up children^ and they have re* 
belled againft me. They have forjaken the Lord ; they 
have provoked the holy one of Ifracl to anger^ thcf 
have gone away backward. Might he not in righte*- 
ous indignation have added, JA, / will eafe me of 
mine adverfaries ; / will avenge me of mine enemies ^ 

a. Our daring impiety manifeftcd by a contempt 
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of God^ and his ordinances, is another caufe of his 
controvcrfy ; one for which we ought this day to cx- 
ercife humiliation in his fight» How is bis infinitely * 
venerable name profaned in the unneceflary, irreve* 
rend ufe of it by fome, and in the impious oaths and 
imprecations of others P Are not his ordinances neg^ 
le£ted and defpifed by many, who live within reach of 
the fanduary, and who, by their parents, were early 
devoted to his fervice in baptifm ? Is not that precious 
volume the bible ; that volume which affords the molt 
reviving exprefSons of Jehovah's love, and conftitute$ 
the broad charter of all our privileges and profpe3s ; 
is not that volume regarded by fome with negle£l and 
indifference ; by others has it not been derided as the 
offspring of fuperftition, or prieftcraft ? Does not a li- 
centious infidelity obvioufly pervade the higher orders 
of fociety in our country ? Was not that maq who has 
appeared as one of the mod open, bold, unblufhing 
champions in this caufe ; who has exhaufied his talents 
in the derifion of every thing iacred ; who has utter- 
ed the fouleft blafphemies, which a polluted imagina- 
tion could conceive, againft the Son of God, again fl 
his Perfon, againft thcmyfterics of his gofpel, and the 
minifters of bis religion ; has not that man been ia- 
vited to this country by the leading men of our na*- 
tion ; has he not^becn corrcfpondcd with, and caref- 
fed fince his arrival ? If this circumftance does not a*, 
vow their real enmity to the faviour's crofs, it at leaft 
betrays an alarming indifference to its interefts : And 
I am bold to affert that ihofc who arc hollile to our rc- 
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Jigion cannot be the real friends of our liberty, ivhat- 
ever be their political pretenfions. Divine revelation 
is the great charter of our rights as men, no lefs than 
of our privileges and profpeQs as chriftians ; it 
proclaims to man his dignified origin, as created after 
the image of God ; it infpires the individual with 
the moft exalted fenfe of his own importance, by de- 
claring that the Lord God hath made of one blood all 
men to dwell upon the earthy and confequently that all 
are naturally pofTeifed of certain, equal, unalienable 
rights : This conftitutes. the greatcft poffible fecuriiy 
for focial order among men by enjoining us to. live 
foherly^ rigkteoufly and Godly ; to dojujlly^ to love vier- 
cy^ and walk humbly -with our God^ Thcfe are not the 
fentiments merely of the divine ; they are maxin^s 
firmly believed and -openly avowed by the moft ac- 
complifiied legiflators that ever adorned the world. — 
Suifice k' to mention tbeobfervations* of Him whom 

* His Excellency, George Washington, in his last 
address to the citizens oj the United States. ** Christianity^^* 
^ays Montesque^ a celebrated Frenchwriter, " has prevented 
(he establishment of despotism in Ethiopia^ notwithstanding 
its situation in the midst of African despotic states^\ Jnd 
HumCf although^a malignant enemy to religion, has-achiow* 
ledgedthajt *^ the precious sparks o/liiferty^weri kindled In/ 
the puritans in England, and to them the English owe the 
whole freedom of their constitution.^* I cannot help remark^ 
ing that the observations of these authors are literally exem- 
plified in New-England, lliere is no part of the christian 
world where pure religion more eminently flourished than in 
those states f^r generations aft^r their frst settlement ; and 
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all revered as equally the Statesman, the Hero, tlie 
Patriot ; on vhom the eyes of every American 
citizen were faftened as the brighteft ornament of 
our country ; our pride in peace ; our fhield in war ; 
andjUndcr'Godjtbe inftrument of incalculableblefiings 
to our nation. << Of all •the difpofitions and habits 
which lead to political profperity, religion and moral- 
ity are indifpenfible fupports. In vain would that 
man claiai the tribute of patriotifm who fliould labor 
to fab vert thcfe great pillars of human happincfs ; 

thefe firmed props of ihc duties of men and citizens ; 
The mere politician equally with the pious man ought 
to refpe£l, and to chcriQi tbcrp. A volume could 
not trace alt their conneQions with private and pub- 
lic felicity /• 

Again, is not the holy fabbath, thai reft which 
is ordained y^r ihc people of God ; that inftitution 
which is calculated to fecure health to the body, no 
lefs than happinefs to the foul; that inftitution which 
is a lively memorial of the refurreBion of our cruci- 
fied Lord, and furnifhes a conftant pledge of our 
own refurrc3ion, is not this day openly proftituted 

M'itbout a blufh, and without remorfe ? Is it not 
profaned by fome in idlenefs and amufements ; by 
others in unnecefiary vifits, and by many in the deli- 

there is perhaps no part of the globe, where the principles of 
rational liberty are better understood^ or more zealouslj/ vin- 
dicated. On the other hand, what probably paved the way 
for the easy introduction of despotism tn France than the ge^ 
ncral itifiddity and liccnsciousncss of the people* 



berate profccuiion of their fccular employments ? Is 
not the peaceful worlhiper often interrupted and in* 
fulted as he repairs to, 6r retires from the temple of 
his God, by the wanton tram fgreffors of that facrcd 
inftitution ? And docs it not render our guilt more 
aggravated, and expofe us to fevcrer vengeance^ that 

this profanation of the Sabbath is permitted in part 
by public authority ? Our Legiflature* has explicitly 
provided that no man " removing his family, or 
boufehold furniture*' Ihall be detained on that day. 
Do.es not this toleration virtually make void the com- 
mand of Jehovah who had enjoined, TAKE HEED 
TO YOURSELVES, AND BEAR NO BUR- 

* During the discussion of a bill relating to the Sabbath^ 
which was brought before the Legislature some years^ince^ 
a member was heard in the street to ** damn the Sabbath and 
all its advocates.*^ I mention this circumstance merely^ to 
shew that in the election of the unprincipled^ indecent man 
to public office^ we not merely evince a want of zeal for God^ 
a want of concern for the interests of morality ^ but a great 
want of respect to ourselves^, Petitions in support of that 
bill were poured in from various parts of the states and a sin* 
gle coptf of the petition from the citj/ of New-Fork^ as was 
stated in a public paper^had eighteen hundred names annexed 
to it. As citizens ofajree government we possess the right 
in a respectful manner to petition our legislative bodies^ and 
eur petitions^ especially when presented by a large and re^ 
spectable part of the state^are entitled to respectful attention. 
But in the instance of the member above mentioned^ the 
maxim holds true, that be who docs not fear God will not 
regard man» not even his constituents from whom all his lit'- 
tie importance is derived. 
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KEN ON T»E SABBATH DAY, nor bring it 
in by^iht gjUes 0/ jferufalcm^ ; neither carry forth a 
burden, out of' your houfes dnthe Sabbath day^ neither 
40. yc any viorJ^^ buthc^llow the Sabbath day^ as I com* 
n^^d.ypur/aiher^i Have we not reafon to fear 
tha^t^thf LofdiGjod, provoked by our impiety, \^ilt 
^?<Hite upon us. the vengeance denounced againft 
the nation of Ifrael, I'mll draw out a /word after youj 
and viakcyour cities wajle, ThenJJiall the land enjoy, 
her Sabbaths as long- as it lieth defolaie^ andyejhalk 
he in your enemies country; even then Jhall the land- 
r^Jiand. enjoy herSahba{hu 

3» The general, and very grofs corruption of 
miblic morals is. another caufe of the divine dif- 
{ik^fur^ >v^th us a$ a nation;. May not the records 
of dur CQurts. of juHice tedify bow common are. 
the. crimes of faHe fwcaring^ and forgery ; crimes 
]f)eculiarly offcnfive to Jehovah; and which tend 
to fap the very foundation of focial order among men ? 
Dp, not our daily prints announce the very alarming 
increafe pfbjanki^upt^ies in our country ? Probably. 
OAC thpufa,nd inftances of private failure occur now, 
wjber,^ no; one occurred twenty years ago. This 
fa6): evinces th^ corruption of public morals, as thefe 
failures muft ordinarily proceed cither from a con- 
cealment ofproperty with a view to defraud the cre- 
ditor, or from a mode of living utterly beyond our 
ability/. If not. th^(.mo(t unnatural^, mod horrid, 
qf all. crimes,, felf-myrdcr^ become mournfully pre- 
valent among us ? Is it not alfo a fafhionable thin^ ; 



is it not confidered the teft of real heroififli the cha- 
raSeriftic of the man of hodor to take, or to aim ^ 
taking the Kfe of another in dueling ? and k not this 
murderous* pradice publicly fanQioned by the ad-- 
vancement of fuch offenders tofiations of ehiolutii^iit 
and honor ? Have We not this moment fome ftahdfn)^ 
high in ofece in our own ft^te, and in thfe United 
. StatCiS, whofe confcieirces &re ftained ^Ith the gbift^ 
and whofe hand^ &re enerimfohed with the hlcrod cff 
their fellow-men ? Can we expe£l that our country^ 
in over-looking with impunity this daring offence^ #ii) 
efcape the vengeance of him who has folemnly or- 
dained that, WHOSO SHEDDETH MAN's 
BLOOD BY MAN SHALL HIS BLOOD BE 
SHED, FOR IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
MADE HE HIM. 

How common atnohg us are the vices of ii^tei^; 
perate drinkii%, of rioting^ of gambling and fwear^^ 
ing ? Are there not fome men prcfiding on the bencli 

* Is this epithet prohotinced harsh ; it is supported 4y 
the judicial tesHmony (>f an honorable gentleman of our own 
age and countrtf ; by one i^hose benevolence of heart must ex^ 
die the affection^ and whose inte^riti/ and cdpaciiy ni his oA 
fice command the esteem of all r^ho kriow hini, ** ^s mitr- 
der in contemplation of law essentially consists in deliberately 
killing a fellow creature^ it is obvious where death ensiies in 
a dueU that it is generally speaking the most aggravated 
species of murder^ because it is accompanied uith eicry spe- 
cies of cool premeditation that a spirit of envy could dictate,'* 
—Charge to theCrand Jury of RcadioSi by the Honorable 
Jacob Rush, Esq. 



of civil juftice who are grofsly profane ia their con* 
verfation ; who have lived in repeated a£ts of unckaiw 
nefs ; who are devoted to gambling, and by whom 
the Lord's day is often fpent in their worldly occupa-- 
lions f This diflipation of condu£l is ofFenfive in any 
man but accompanied with peculiar aggravations ia 
the magiftrate who explicitly is pronounced a MIN- 
ISTER OF GOD FOR GOOD to others: it is. 
a dire3 profiitution of his facred funflion, and ren- 
ders him a terror not to evil worksj but to the good. 
Civil government is as really an ordinance of Jeho- 
vah, as ecclefiaftical government ; he, therefore; 
who fuHains an office in the ftate ought to aim at pu- 
rity of convcrfation, nolefs than he who fuRains an 
office in the church ; and when they who rule in either 
capacity lofe fight of the folemnity of their ftation, they 
degrade both themfelves and their office. It is the 
uniform, the upright, the dignified deportment of 
the man which gives majefty to the miniftei;: it is no 
Icfs the uniform, the upright, the dignified deport- 
ment of the man which gives majefty to the magif- 
trate. Bcfides, a wanton diffipated conduct in thofc 
who fuftain the office of the civil magiftracy has a 
tendency to demoralize focicty at large. When the 
root of a tree' is rotten, the branches cannot remain 
vcrdani, and flourifhing; if the fountain itfelf be pol- 
luted, we cannot expeS the ftream to be pure, and 
when the head of the body politic becomes difordercd 
the deadly contagion ncceffarily fprcads through all 
partjof the fyftcm. 
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Tbere is ;^nothcr ^videoce of public corruption 
Wliicn I dare not pafs over unnoticed : ^I jhean the 
obvious proftitution of the rigfii o/fuffrage. In our 
free government the choiccof all rulei% either immer 
diately or rexnotely depends on the people. Tbis^ 
right of eledii^ our own reprefentaition is the great 
privilege for which x>uv fathers fought,- and which is 
bequeathed to us, fealed with the blood of thou&nds ; 
this is a privilege for whioh^maTiy of you fought, and 
for the purchafe of vfhichfomc of you bled : It is the 
fuU enjoyment of this right which diftinguiflies the 
citizen from the fubjeQ:; .which exalts the freeman in 
one country above the abje£t, infulted, degraded 
(lave in another country : But is not this right crimi-^ 
nally proftituted araoag us ? What is the primary 
qualiBcation which is ordinarily fought in the candidate 
for public ofRce ? Do we attend to the admonition 
prefcribedby Eternal truth, He that RULETH over 
vienmujl be ]U ST, RULING in the FEAR of Je- 
hovah ? Have we purfued the maxim delivered by 
the wifefl of men, and the moft magnificent, profper- 
ous of Princes, RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALT- 
ETH A NATION, and offered our fuffrages for 
thofe who in private Hfe were patterns of righteouf- 
nefs, and as rulers would probably ufe their influence 
for promoting it among others ? Have we not more 
generally enquired, " where is the decided, ardent 
partizan ; the man who will moft zealoufly adhere to 
that political TeQion to which we belong," without re- 
gard to mora), or religious, or even intelleSual quali* 
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fications ? In the warmth of party-ipirit have we n^ 
contributed to the advancement of tbofe who were 
the known enemies of religion, and have allowed 
themfeives in falfely flandering its miniders ? On this 
day of humiliation as the meflenger of the Lord of 
hofts, and as I defire to be found faithful to my truft 
when the ftorm is blackening over us, I bear my tefti- 
mony againft the promotion of unprincipled, imnio- 
ral, impious men as a moft aggravated iniquity In our 
land ; and I believe, as firmly as I believe my exift- 
ence, that without fpeedy and fpecial repentance on 
our part, this infult to the Lord of hods will bring 
wrath upon our nation, until both our ears will tingle. 
Has he not moft folemnly forewarned us that, when 
righteous men are in authority the people rejoice^ bi4 
'when the wicked rule the land mourneth ? Befides, the 
eledion of men to public office who are deftitute of 
moral reQitude, is impolitic in the extreme, and puts 
in jeopardy our moft important intefefts as citizens. 
Hear the feniiment of a reverend member who ador- 
ned our counfels during the ftruggle with Great-Bri- 
tain ; one in whom were united the eminent divine, 
the enlightened ftatefman, and the uncorrupted, ardent 
patriot. " Thofe who wifli well to the flate ought to 
choofc to places oftruft men of inward principle, juf- 
lifted by examplary converfation. Is it reafonable 
to expeft wifdom from the ignorant ; fidelity from 
the profligate ; or application to public bufinefs from 
men of diffipated life? Is it reafonable to commit the 
public revenue to one who has waftcd'his own ^"••'' 
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mpny ? Thofc therefore who pay no rcfpeft to reli- 
gion and fobriety in thofe whom they fend to the Le- 
giOature of any ftate, are guilty of the greatelt abfurr 
dity, and will foon pay dear for their folly« Let a 
man's zeal, profeflions^oreven principles as to political 
xneafures be what they may, if he is without perfonal 
integrity and private virtue, he is not to be trufted. 
I think we have had fome inftances of men who have 
roared in taverns for liberty, and been mod npify in 
public meetings, who have become traitors in a little 
time. Suf][er me on this fubje£l to make another re- 
mark. With what judgment will laws againft immo- 
rality be made, or with what vigor will tbcy be exe- 
cuted by thofc who are profane and immoral in their 
own praQice. Let us fuppofe a magiftrate on the 
bench of juftice, adminiftering an oath to a witncfs 
or paQing fentence of death upon a criminal and put- 
ting him in mind of a judgment to come. With 
what propriety, dignity,, or forcecan any of thcfc be 
done by one who is known to be a blafphemer, an 
infidel, or by whom in his convivial hours everything 
ferious or facred is treated with fcorn."* * 

Permit me to notice as another caufe of the di- 
vine difpleafure thofe bitter contentions, thofe mutual 
reproaches which abound among us. What are our 
feafons of ele^ion butfeafons of detra£iion, and de- 
famation, by which the paffions of each other are in- 

* Dr. TVii/ierspooHf in his sermons^ delivered on a general 
fast at the commencement^ and a general thanksgiving, at 
ike conclusion of ih^ late revolution. 



flamed ? Wh*at Kbcrtkff arfc frequently taken ih re- 
proaching public ib<en, and mifi^^prefentitig public 
meafu^res* Etoes not (he livitig God cxpiiciily forbid 
the indulgence of hatred^ variance^ emulations^ wrath 
and herefies ? An untender, unforbearing fpirit be- 
tween man and man is always inexcufeable, but it is 
peculiarly offenfive when cherifhed by thofe who are 
citizens of the fame commonwealth ; whofe civil and 
focial interefts are intimately blended together. In 
republican forms of government, where public vir- 
tue is the great pillar on which iht gov ernment refts> 
a degree of party fpirit may be profitJible; one por- 
tion of the community thus proves i " watcfr-tower'* 
to the other; but when thb fpirit becomes outrageous 
and infuriitbd, when jealoufy pervades every clafs 
of fociety, and extinguifhes alnioft every fpark of 
mutual confidence, it proves equally reproachful, 
and ruinous. 

These are a few of thofe provocations with 
which we are chargeable as a people, and for which 
without fincere repentance on our part, the fcourge 
of a righteous God ' will unavoidably overtake us* 
For (uch provocations were his judgments for- 
merly denounced againft even his favorite Ifrael, and 
owing to their ohftinate impenitence were finally exe<* 
cuted in their utter deftru3ion. Ifyt will not hear^ 
ken unto me^ faith Jehovahy and do all my command* 
ments : and ifyejhall defpifc my JlatuteSy or if your 
foul abhor my judgments ; / alfo will do this unto you i 
I will appoint unto you terror^ confumption^ and the 



burning ague* thatjliail confumcr the eyes and cauff for- 
r9w of^hemrt ; and ye /kallfow yourfeed^ and your 
enemies /hall eat it ;, and I wilt makey$ur cities wafi4 
and, bring your fan£luary inta dejolationi. Then JhaU 
the land enjoy her fahbaths as long a& it licth dcfolaU^ 
and ye be in your enemies land^ evm then JhaU the Umd 
reji^ and. enjoy her fabiaths. Again^ If ye will not 
hearken unta me to hallow the fabbathday^ and not t9 
hear a burden^ even entering in at the gates of jferufalem 
on the fabbath day ; tKen will I kindle afire inthegati^ 
thereof^ and it fhall devour the palaces of jferufalem 
anditjhnll not be quenched. 

Bre^thren, vfhtn we read thefe fearful deniincia- 
ti6m^ andthen contemphteourown condu3, whomuIE 
noMremble for his country ? Was the holy fabbath 
more generally, or wantonly profaned in Judea, than 
in America ? Were the ftreels of Jerufalem more fre- 
quently polluted by the unhallowed buyer and feller 
on that day, than are the ftreets of our own fettlements 
and villages and cities ? Muft we not ratipnally ex- 
ped that the foul of our ofFended fov^reign will he a* 
venged on fuch a nation as ours ?' Is the violation of 
his law lefs aggravated among us whofe light is more 
clear, whofe privileges are more exalted than annmg 
them; or is the Lord God lefs righteous to avenge 
the quarrel of bis covenant P Nay, have not our judg- 
ments already commenced ? 

To confider the evidences of divine wrath which 
we have occafionally experienced, and under which 
we now fufFcr, was the fecon^ pari '^f our ftibJeS, 
and demands our attention* 
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1. Has not a Holy God often plead bis contra- 
vcrfy with our land by a fearful peftifence ? Receiv- 
ing its condmiffion from on high, has not this fcourgc 
gone abroad through our country, and vifited in their 
turn our cities from the northern to the fouchern ex- 
tremities of the union ? In its hoftile career bas it not 
defolated for a feafon the fanQuaries of God ; driven 
from their abodes thoufands of our citizens, and 
mingled in fudden promifcuous riiin the babe, the 
youth and the hoary head ? 

As another mark of his indignation, and another 
ihean of reclaiming an ungrateful apoftatiGng people, 
has he not commiflioned the fire to become the aven- 
ger of his quarrel ? Has not this devouring dement 
laid wafte in fome degree many of our cities, and re- 
duced from affluence to poverty hundreds of their in- 
habitants ? The meflcngers of Jehovah's wrath have 
not been confined to our cities, but have occafiomlly 
vifited all parts of the country. The infeft, an army 
froall, imperceptible, yet irrefiftible, has marched 
through the land, and cut down in its progrefs, the 
ftaff of life. Before it our fields were cloathed w itb 
verdure, and flourifliingas the garden of Eden^ but be- 
hind it a deJolaU wilderncfs. Did he not in one year 
JhtU up the windows of heaven^ refufing to us the early 
dnd latter rain in their feafon ; and by intemperate 
rains in another year did he not deftroy the frujts of 
the earth, blaft the hopes of the hufbandman, and a- 
larm with apprchenfions oi cleannefs of teeth ? Such 
arc the fcourgcs which wc have occafionally felt in 
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years that are paft; fuch the expreflions of divine 
indignation under which our land has often trembled : 
Natural caufes have been ingeni6uily aiSgned for all 
thefe calamities : Prefumptuous, impious mortals 
would fondly exclude Jehovah from all agency in the 
world, as they extinguiOi every generous impulfe of 
his fear and love in their own hearts : Every occur- 
rence^ whether profperous or adverfe, is afcribed by 
them to fecondary means ; but the man of wifdow 
will conQder them as coming forth from the Lord of 
hojlsj and as viGtations either of his mercy or wrath. 
Is there evil in the city ; is there evil in the country, 
4Lnd the Lord hath not done it ? Does the pedilence 
confume the perfons of our citizens, or the fire de« 
vour their property ? Does the rain prove our 
fcourge in one year, or the draught in another, or the 
mildezu in another without his permiflion and appoint- 
ment. They are alike the minifters of almighty 
God ; they come only at his call, and they continue 
to fulfil the high commiflion received from his hand* 
Thus he declared to Ifrael formerly, and thus he may 
xleclare to America now, / have withholdcn the rain 
from you when there were yet three months to the har- 
vejl : I have fmiltenyou with blajling and mildew : I 
havefeni among thee pejliltnce after the manner of E- 
gypt : I have overthrown fome ofyoUj as God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. 

For all thefe his anger is not turned away, but his 
hand is Jlretched outjlill. Is not our nation trembling 
at this moment under awful appearances of the divine 



difpleafure ? Has not the cloud cdll^ed, and fpread, 
^nd darkened every part df our horifon, and is feem-' 
iiigly ready to burft forth in our deftru3ion ? Arc we 
not now aflembled in this fanS^uary-for the vefy pur* 
pofe of deprecating the difpleafure of our God ; of 
confefiiDg and mourning over ouTnationalguiltasthe 
procuring caufe, and tb implore his return in loving 
kindnefs to our land ? Theangtrofiht Lord hath di^ 
vidtd us as a people ; he no longer regards us. Ddes 
not a diverfity of fentiment ; does not alienation of 
afiFe6lion almoft univerfally prevail ? Has not'mutu- 
al confidence departed from ourifellow-ciuzens, and 

the fell demon of di(cord £icceeded in its room ? Is 
not the brother alienated from bis brother ; the fon 
from his father ; the neighbor from his neighbor ; 
the citizen fr.om the magiArate ? Nay^hasnotmutu- 
tual confidence departed in fome inftances from the 
fpiritual pallor and the people of his charge ? Is it 
not a notorious fa6l that if the fervants of the crofs 
remain faithful to their truft ; if they expofe wiihoiU 
parlialil^snd without hypocrify the corruptions of men 
and magiftrates, they arc immediately flandcred in 
public houfes and public prints ; they are reprefentcd 
as rallying under the ftandard of party, and as con- 
vening their pulpits into political engines. Have not 
ihefc jealouGes, ihefe contentions diffufcd their dead- 
ly influence through every part of the community ? 
Do* they not tend to diftraft the proceedings of every 
aflembly, from the petit-jury up to the higheft delibe- 
rative counfel in the nation ? Has it not become a 
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iKiaUer oFcourfe that a meafure prop'ofed by. one clafs 
of the coiDiounity will be oppofed and reprobated by 
the other ? Although we are citizeni of the faiUiS 
comiDonweakhi and united by the deareft ibcial con-i 
neQions ; akhougfa we have all that is interefting to 
us in time, ourproperty^ our liberty, our religion^ 
our lives embarked^on the fame bottom, yet we mark 
the movements of each other with all the fufpicion of 
the avowed, irreconcileable enemy. This alienation 
of heart ; thofe bitter revilings I formerly mentioned 

as our fin ; 1 would now mention them, as a moft de- 
plorable calamity, and as an evident, very awful 
proof of the Lord*s controversy with us» It is an 
old proverb, uttered by an - infallible teacher, that 
a houfe divided againfi it/elf cannotjland., When we 
fee a particular family fpHt up into fadions } each 
member torturing the feelings, crucifying the cha- 
raSer, and oppoQng the interefts of the other, we 
cohclqde wit^hout hcfitancy that the Lord has depar^ 
ted from that houfe, and that its defqlation is near* 
It is not lefs true of nations than of particular fatnilies^ 
unite and you eltabIKh ; divide and* you deftroy.-— 
When Jehovah denounced the overthrow of Egypt 
for their contempt of his name, and the cruelties which 
they had perpetrated upon his people, he declares^ 
/ will fet the Egyptians againjl the Egyptians^ and they 
Jhalljight every man againjl his brother^ and every man 
againjl his neighbor ; city againjl city, and kingdom 
againjl kingdom. May we not therefore confider our 
internal difienfions and diftraQions as coming Jorth 



/rm the JLofdoJ fi0ji$^ tmiu bis rigMeeus ju^dgttent 
itpoii oor guilty Utnd f Ate we not tonftraMcd to de- 
plort m (hft planfttlVe language of the prophet^ Tht 
anger of jfehovak haih divided us ; Manaffih againji 
Ejphraim^ and JEpkraim againjt Manaffeh^ and ih<y 
U>g€tkcr Jhall b$ againji Judak. 

For aU this his anger is not tuxned away^ hut his 
hand isjlretched oviJlilU We jare now p^efled dowp 
^^nder a general and heavy calamity ; qur commerqe, 
the chief fource of wealth to the indivi4uat, and of 
revenue to the government, is in a great meafure de- 
flroyed, and even our peace is endangered by the 
hoftile appearance of foreign nations. Moxt than a 
year have we fuffered under thefe complicated e-* 
Yih, atld therr effecls have produced embarrafiment 
among aH ciailes of fbciety* No longer is employ- 
ment offered as formerly to the laborer ; tio longer is 
the toil of the hufbandman rewarded by an equal com* 
penfation fdr his produce ; no longer is the merchant 
animated to cntcrprifc by fuccefs iri his trade ; no 
longer are oiir harbors enlivened by a race of hardy, 
generous feameit ; no longer does our canvafs whitci> 
the ocean ; no longer do our (hips return wafting 
upon our fhores the wealth, and the luxuries of every 
clitAe : Different caufei arc affigned for this fudidcn, 
calamitous reverie of our fituation : by fome it is at- 
tributed to the want of wifdom and energy in our ad* 
miniftration ; by others to the intollcrant, oppreffivc 
mcafures of Britain ; by others to the ambition, in- 
trigues^ and corrupting influence of France, but this^ 
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0lfo muji he trnfiitrci ai cofHiitf forth/r^m the Lord iff 
h^s^y and by this be isaveiigiog hx% quarrel with ouc 
coun(r^4 It i& his hieffing x»huh inaltth rich ; thttt 
^rowHis wHh profperilty the individual, or the com- 
munity, and It IS his * difpleafare which blafts their 
^ntcrprize ; his difplcafare caufes citizen to becoAnfe 
alienated from citizen ; wifdom to depart fronfi our 
rulers ; commerce to quit our (bores, and that is 
threatening to mufltr the hafts to the battle. Behold 
the Lord maktih the earth empty^ undfcaUtreth abroad 
the inhabitants thereof^ iecaufe they have traTifgreJfed 
the laws ; changed the ordinance and broken the ever- 
lafiing covenant : The new wine mourneih ; the vin^ 
langid/heih ; all the merry hearted dojigh : He Jlr etch- 
ed cnU his hands agair^thefia ; ihe Lord hath given 
u commandment againjl the merchant ciiy^ to defiroy 
thejlrong holds thereof, 

I Mu«T irerpdfs on y6ut patience by nbtibibg aha* 
tHer i6videnoe of the divine difpleafure Wkhoar coun** 
try;, it i^ oAe ivhtch muft peculiarly intcr<ift and alarm 
the hearts of all who realize oiir dependance on the 
God of aatioiis,. that our attention has never been. 
dircQed to the real fource either of our miferies, or 
relief* A fpirit of lethargy, of fluaibcr when the 
great Ood is fiiaking his rod over a oation is not 
merely their (la, but a fearful prefage of a more dread- 
ful vifitation. Becaufe they confider not the works af 
the Lordy nor regard the operaiions^ of his hand; there^ 
fore the Lord mil deflroy them and not build them up. 
There is probably not a more awful evidence that an 



individual, or a nation is abandoned of God, and mar- 
ked as vi£iims for his wrath than to be given up to 
themfelvcs ; to be permitted to remain unawakened 
and unconcerned amidfl: the alarming difpenfations 
of his providence. When the cup of the iniquity of 
Ifrael was nearly full^ and the decree for their def- 
trudion had irreverfibly pafled, how awful is the 
commidion given to the prophet, Make the heart of 
this people fat^ and make their ears heavy^ andjhut 
their eyes: iefi they fee with their eyes^ fee my judg-* 
ments which are already gathered and lowering over 
their heads ; and hear with their ears^ bear my voice 
of warning in my word, by my meflengers, in the 
movements of my providence; and underjland with 
their hearty be really affeded with their own abonir- 
nations as the meritorious caufe of their mifctics^and 
he healed. The prophet melted at hearing the doom 
of his deluded country aSe3ionately replies, Lord^ 
how long ? He is anfwered by the oracle, Until the 
cities be wafie without inhabitant^ and the houfes withf 
cut man^ and the land be utterly defolatc. 

Brethren, does not our fituation as a nation ob* 
Tioufly and awfully correfpond with that of deluded 
Ifrael? Can wc imagine that they were more ftupid, 
more infatuated amidft the terrors of the Almighty 
than arc we in America ? Much time has been occu- 
pied in deviling the means of fafety ; much treafure 
has- been expended in fortifying our harbors : meffagc 
afier meffage has been tranfmitted to foreign courts 
reprefenting our grievances and demanding redrefs ^ 



but during all our alarms, all thefeexertioni for main^ 
taining our rights has the Lord ofhofts been ackpow* 
ledged by us as a nation ; have we been called by 
our civil Rulers to afk the interpofition of him hy^ 
whom kings reign^ and princes decree ju/iice 5 by^ 
vjhom princes rule^ and nobles even all the judges of 
the earth ? Nay, I mention it wiih the moft profound 
emotions of regret, and of trembling ; of humiliatioa 
for the pad andapprehenfions for the future, that du- 
ring eight years we have not been recommended ia 
a national capacity to acknowledge the Ruler of na-, 
tions : no tribute of thankfgiving has afcendcd to his 
throne in the fcafon of profperiiy ; neither have we 
in adverfity been direQed to the confcffion of guilf, 
nor to afk the interference of that arm which works 
falvation. Was fuch the example exhibited by our 
illuftrious patriots of 1776; by thofe who then 
direaed our counfels, marOiallcd our armies in the 
field, and were, under God, the inftruments of our 
national glory ? On the 17th of May in that year, a. 
day that muft remain memorable while the love ofli-^ 
berty is chcriChed in our country, the oppreflcd mil- 
lions of America at the call of their rulers approach- 
ed the mercy-feat, laid a hiftory of their grievances 
Ijeforc the avenger of wrongs ; implored his interpo- 
fition in their behalf, and his ear was gracioufly opea 
to their cry, . 

From this doQrinc, thus explainedj it is obvioufT 
lyfuggcftcd, : 






t. Tffiif ttsf !!y there is d Oti aitf^igeth In tU 
t»tH4 Vtlfifl^ iM^ious mort&b frequentty t\k^ Wh6 i$ 
Jthtmk Phut Hftjhould atyhifH 9 In tlie infatbatioii 
ilidtiMidMfi Hi their hearts, thev bftelii thailienge, Hoxa 
Sdth Gdibioit^ dhd is thefe km^iiUige in the mojl HigH t 
111 tito cUthiifiafti of fheir ithpi«y, ihey are r<5- 
fdlvbig^ Ut m iftak his HMs upniet and cdjl Mi 
ma^/fim^ iii. But tiotWiiJiftahtlitog all thdf jirtlump- 
liMI Md fa^t-ttrtfiidcfhccJ, ihiir jndgmtHt linger tth not^ 
4nd Pkitr imf^tslibnjkih'bereth not. He thdlpleth lA 
itU Hidiiehi'i Jhall laugh At th'em ; the Lord Jhdil hold 
Am iH imfitn : Thth Jhdil he fprdk ta theVi^ in his 
j&faih and trx them in Art fore difpledfure. Though 
hdndjdiH in hdHd, his foul tvilt be avenged (doner or }a- 
jAt Oil tht ^a'titon, ihcofrigible perfon or people.—--* 
WBal is'thfe hlttory of the world, but a hiftory of Jc-^ 
fid^r^h'i ludgttiehts ih th6 overthrow 6t haughty, li- 
jSiMftlotis iiatiom f Whwe are now the dhcc eighty, 
liWgTiffieeHt ttHipirts of Egypt, of Affyria, of Grdcce, 
af Roihe? Whtifre ard rtowthdr fplendid cities, thdt 
d:dsittiarrttihe Vjratlstowferibg towards heaven ; their dif- 
cijlHried aifmitis ; their gdtel dfbrdfsy their chariots of 
itoH Hirbith jprdtoifed ah iiivinciblc defence againft c- 
tery iffault frbto without ? We bdhold them in their 
tdttt retc'ding from the earth, arid thtir memoYidl has 
nearly perijked with thefn : thete rettialnis hothiing but 
their name feebly written on the hiftorian's page. — 
Jff^w art the m^hiy falle^tydnd (he xotdpons oJ'wUr pe- 
rijked ? What craQiing of thrones and kingdoms have 
we witncffcd with our own eyes ? Where is now the 



81 

Sflffcl for «g(i3, misi appawaitly defied cvcij the ii«i4 
pf m^ ? H^ve we not Teen it md ms^ny oithers tpties 
to ikmr feuodMiom, aiid huodreds and ibouibitdt of 
M inhi^bffaBfes )t)ft in the g?n«riil wreQk ? h »t Mgiir 

cd and mouldered away of courfc, ^ qv^ry tfeiigcrf^f 
atcd naturally tends to diffplution j" o^Uit argued, 
" that internal <:aufcs m»y be ?ffigncd for all tbefe cf- 
feds; that violent infurrcQions convulfed th^prppire 
pf Rome, and that Babylon wa^ taken dviri^jg tbeli« 
cenfcious riqting of her princes apd npble.s ?*' The£^ 
objeClions do not in (he Jeaft militi^e a2air>ft the firgu* 

nient. The foverei^n ruler pf patiQQ$ ^pCQinplilh.e? 
hispurppfesby fe.conydaryqaufes; by ipcansJieprote£lf 
the righteous, and by means hecxe<;iitcs vqn^cancc pn 
the deluded, ipfolent oppofcrs pf his goyerppieat.*-* 
As 9 proof, for inftance, that the cpflLqgcft pf Baby- 
lon and the deftruQipn pf xh^ eippirc w^s pf Gpd^ 
this event was foretold a^es before its fc/:QmpliIh- 
ment ; the inftruipent pf its overthrow M^as a^cntipne^ 
by name ; the ve^y manner in >vhich he (hpuld fsxc* 
cute his purpofe was minqtely cxprcflcd ; and yet ajl 
was reprefcnted as the effeO; pf diviae v^pgcgnpp a- 
gainft the Aflyrians, Cpm^ dpwnj faith Jebov^ by 
his prophet to that impious city, Qi^me iowi anijit i^ 
the dijji^ virgin daughter of Babylon ; \fit on tb^ 
ground ; For thou hafi irujle^ in thy x^ickcdncfs ; tkw 
haji faid^ none Juth nu : Therefore /b§Il tvil CdV^ 
upon ifitej ihpujhfilt not knop from V!h€n(^^ it Tijptk^ 



dnimfchie/JhaU fall upon thee: thou Jhalt Hot he able 
to put it off ; and deJlru3,ion Jhall come upon theefud* 
fienly which thou knowtjl not. Through the anger of « 
almighty God thefe fearful dcfolations are fpread a* • 
tnong the nations of the earth : A flood of impiety^ 
of liccnfcioufnefi on their part is fuccceded by a flood 
of wrath on his part* 

2. We learn from this doQrine who are the ene- 
mies of a country j who difturb her peace, who in- 
lerrupt her profperity and endanger her very exift- 
encc ; they are thofe who live in the contempt of 
God, and the violation of his righteous law. Thefe 
are the Achans in the camp who bring wrath upon the 
nation oF Ifrael. The immoral, impious man ; the 
fwearer, the fabbath-breakef, the infblent fcofFer of 
religion and its inftitutions ;, the parent who is undu- 
tiful in his ftation, who is not diligent in educating his 
offspring for God and his fervice ; the magiftratc 
who does not rule in the fear of Jehovah^ but pollutes 
the land by a loofe, licenfcious deportment and con- 
vcrfation : Thefe are the perfons, by whatever poli- 
tical name they are known, or under whatever maflc 
they appear among their fellow-citizens, who bring 
down the judgments of heaven on fcttlcmcnis, and ci- 
ties and nations : Thefe arc the perfons who occa- 
Tionally fiiutup the windows of heaven, fufpcnding 
the early and later rain in their feajon ; who dry up- 
the ftrcamsof commerce ; wl^o give commiffion to 
the pejlilence wajiing its thoufands in our jireets ; who 
'unflieath the fword of war, and drench a land in the 
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Wood af its inliahiUttls.. ; Htar the word of tht Lor A 
je children ^/Ifrflel : hear his word, ye citizens of A- 
mcFica, /or t(^ l^ordhaihM i^oviroverjy with tht inhar 
iitants ^tf Ae 2and^ hecxtuft dbert is n9 trutb^ normer^ 
€y^ fiftr i^fwwieist^^ Gvd. By fwtaring and lyings 
'undJiiUin^y tind'(»inmiHing Mduiicry thg^'irt^aioutj 
^nd ilaod 4mcheth Mood» .Ther^or^ Jhjtdl the land 
mowJOrj azid xvtry one ihat.dwelleth iher^in JhalLltm^ 
^Jh xifith tht . het^s. af the fi&d and ihcfoxds i^h^verk. 

They, on the oikcr h^d^ mc ihc U\i^ ^i^ 
JcarGodj ^hoiVH>r'^ mghttoi^nefs ;mkD rttidir -to nil 
jthtir -ducj .gix^i^xgunto-Ceqfar the. thit^s that one G^^ 
Jafs cnd'utdo fi^d the ihings '^th^t ^re <Wi.;. ^.ho 
-;keq) iioly the Si»b,bisdi by ^' lipcnjiing ki»:lhe ipnblh: 
^tid private ^xcr.Qifk$ of :di^ine jwonribip !;*' wAo vifit 
4ht JatihcrUfs md widow in ,thtir nfiiUhn^ tmd pre- 
Jer-iie, ihtfi^eh^ mbfip^ttdjrovk themorld : parents who 
are ^devtoutin/^eir habitations ; vf ho early infufe in- 
to tli^ehcans of .their. childfcjitheiprincipks oX religion 
^nd virtue ; oros^Q rates. who fccl^ihe folfimiwty and 
rjefpoadbility of ^hcir^fiaiion, ii^i&% minijler' s of God 
for the good of (ooicty r, who aflTume the iropottaut 
office, Hotfrom.j9fiotive;s ofintereft, or honor, but 
that they may rule- for the glory of him by whofc au- 
thority they afl, ,and to whofe bar they are account- 
able; who by ihe blameleiTnefs of their converfaiion, 
and by the impartial dilcharge of every official duty 
become a terror io evildoers and apraife to them that 
do well ; rainiftcrs who abound inthe work of the Lord ; 
who are not lured from their facred: funflion by con* 



84 

fiderations of worldly cafe, or emolument, but aSu- 
ated by the fame fpirit with their 'divine mafter, go 
nhout doing good : fuch perfons, fuch magiftrates, 
iuch mtnifters are the genuine patriots and friends of 
^faeir country. Contemplating fuch I may freely ex- 
claim in the language of a Jewifh king to the prophet 
of Jehovah, my Father^ my Father^ the chariots of 
Jfraelj and the horjcmen thereof. They arc the maf-^ 
fy pillars which give {lability to a nation within ; 
they are the broad fhield which renders her invincible 
and impenetrable by any oppofition without. Their 
prayers, their interceflions, their alms are of more 
importajnce towards her defence than all the fpecula- 
tions of the vain philofopher ; than all the fchemes of 
the felf-confident ftatefman; than all the martial 
prowefs of either the foldiery or navy. For the fake 
of thefe, judgments are often averted and days of ca* 
lamity are (hortened. The waters never gulhed up- 
on the old world until Noah was fecured in the ark ; 
the arm of the deftroying angel was flayed from the 
de(lru6lion of Sodom until Lot had efcaped to the 
•mountains^ ^vA\v\\tn Phineas'arofe^ and^ as a faithful 
<nagiftraie, executed righieoufnefs the plague was in- 
. ftantly arretted in the camp of IfraeU Run^ faith J^- 
.hovahto the prophet his meffenger, run ye to and fro 
through the freets of Jerufalem^ and feek ye in the 
broad 'places thereof if ye can find a man ; if there he 
. any that executeth judgment ; thatfeeketh truthy and I 
.t) ill pardon it. 

3. W£ learn from this do8rine the fuitable ex* 
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ercifes of a people in the feafoti of impending judg- 
ments ; they ought diligently to enquire into the caufe 
of the Lord's controverfy ; they fliould aim at dif- 

'covering thofe national fins which are the procuring 

• 

caufe of national calamities. We hear the prophet 
complaining with refpefl to the people of Ifrael, O 
Lord^ thou hajljlricken ihemy but they have not griev^ 
td ; thou hajl confurrud them^ but they have refufcd to 
receive comBion i- When thy hand is lifted up they will 
not fee J and will not behold the majejly of the Lord. 
This complaint is mournfully applicable to us amidft 
theprefent alarming appearances of divine providence. 
Ourattention is qhieQy confined to the inftruments^one 
party is difpofedta throw the cenfore upon the other ; 
the citizen reprobates the ruler, and one portion of 
the rulers reproach the other as the caufe of our e- 
vils. But whatever finful inftrwmentality men have in 
involving our country in the prcfcnt (late of embar- 
raffment and alarm, the Lord God has a fovercign, 
righteous agency ; he is avenging his quarrel with an 
ungrateful, difobedient nation : and until we become 
fenfible of bis difpleafure as manifefted in our judg- 
ments; until we difcover our own iniquities as juft- , 
Jy provoking this difpleafure; until we are fincerely 
humbled on account of our iniquities, and led to the 
blood of reconciliation as our only remiHion, I ihall 
entertain little hopes that the rod will be removed. 
La all, on this day of humiliation, turn their eyes up- 
on their own hearts and impartially examine their par* 
ticular excrcifcs ; are they cordially melted for ihck 
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own imqdiuea and for the abonnnatioM that prevail 
in ihc land ? Are thcjr finocrdy humbled before Ac 
Lord that ordinances are fo geoeraUy negl«6ed ; that , 
Jefus and his great faWation a^^edefpifed^ that the ho{ 
Yy fabbaih is wantonly proftitoted by all clafles in our 
nation ? Such were the exercifes of the church for- 
merly in the feafonofhercalaroity, and fach, if we 
have received an un6lion of the ianie fpirit, will be 
our exercifes this day. Lord^ io us belong c$nfu/ton 
efface^ ioour kingSy io^our princes^ and io our father i 
hecaufe we have finned againjl thee ; yea^ all Ifrael 
have iranfgrejfed thy laws ; therefore the curfe is poured 
upon U5, and the oath that is written. With confefiion 
of former fins let us connefi earned refolutioni 
of amendment in the time to come. Would to ' 
God that henceforth all clafles of our citizens weregc*^ 
ing hand in h^nd^and weeping as they go *, faying^ with 
penitent Ifrael, let us return io the Lord^ for he hath 
. torn and he will heal ; he hath/mitten and he will bind 
us up : come and let us join ourfelves to Jehovah in a 
perpetual covenant that Jhall not bejorgotten. Such 
exercifes would be the furefl prefage of future peace 
and felicity and glory to our nation : They might be 
confideredan infallible pledge that the cloud which 
now darkens our horizon will ihortly evanifli, and 
that the fun of profperity will revifit with his cheering 
beams our long favored land. 

Lord^ receive thy work in the mid/l of the years ; 
in the tnidjl of ike years make known : in wrath re- 
-vnember mtrcy^ Amen and amen. 
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OUR DUTY, 3cc, , 
^etmett ii. 

AMOS IV. 12. 

AND BECAUSE I >VUL DO THIS l^NTO THl^ll ; BRZBAJe 

TO M^liT THY <?ipl>, O ISty^AEL. 

The holy fcriptures are adoiirably adapted 
to man in his prefent, imperfe6t, militant date. They 

forewarn him of approaching calamities ; they afford 
dire6tion in^every perplexity ; they infpire with confi- 
dence* in the hour of furrouhding peril, and impart 
confolation amid ft the various adverfitics of life. — , 
The admonition contained in our text mud appear 
peculiarly feafonable to Ifrael, when we realifc her 
awful and interefting fituation at the time of its delive- 
ry. It was uttered by the infpired meffenger in the 
days ofUzziah king of jfudah, and in the days of Jfe- 
roboam king of Ifrael^ two years before the earthquake. 
The viHtation of the Jewifh nation by aneaiyhquake 
IS noticed only in this place, and by the prophet Ze- 
chariah. The latter as the meffenger of divine wrath 
declares, / will gather all nations againjl Jerufalem 
to battle ; and the city fhall be taken^ and the houfes 
rifled : and ye fhall flee to the valley of the mountains ; 
yea^ ye fhall flee^ likeasyejled before the edrthqua^kjfi 

• This event is particularly mentioned by Jesephus in 
his ^* Antiquities of the Jews i'^ he relates that ^* Jereboam 



in the days of (TzziahMng of Juiah. The Lord God 
never wants iDftruments for avenging his quarrel with> 
the enemies of bis government i All elements'are fub* 
jcft to his fovereign controul, and all agents, vifible 
and inviGble, rational and irrational, from the leaft in» 
fed which moves on the earth to theloftiefl; angei who- 
iraTks the (treets of heaven are at bis difpofal, and 
fiand ready to perform hb pleafure either of mercy 
or wrath : Yet HE isinfinitelyj(Zozt; to anger^ and dif- 
plays his exceeding^ abundant con^allion in giving 
previous intimations of approaching calamities. The 
cloud ufualiy makes its firft appearance fmall as a 

man's band ; it gradually rifes higher and becomes 
darker, before it burfis Jonh upon^ the obj.e£i devo- 
ted to deftruQion, The great God warns the wick- 
ed by his word, raifing up meffenger after meffcnger ; 
by his providence, iaflifling leflcr judgments as a 
mean of reclaiming and faving them from more awr 
ful viCtations. He thus proves to the fatisfadion. of 
every rational fpedator, that he is merciful^ andgra.' 
ciouSflongfuffering and abundant ingopdnefs and truth; 

that he has no pleafure in the temporal defiruQion of 
nations, or in the everlafting ruin of individuals, bat 
Vould rather that both ftiould repent, and return and *" 

the son ofJoash was a prince tnost dissolute and licentious ih 
his practices^ by which he brought almost innumerable calain* 
ities upon the people of Israel ;** that " in his days there was 
a terrible earthquake ;" that " the roof of the temple opened 
with the shocks ofit^ and one half of the mountain Eroge'was 
tornfrom the other :'--]q%. ant. 145. 6. N. Y. c6. 1792. 
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live. Before he opened the fountains of the deep^ and 
brought the fioodupon the old ungodly worlds be raifed 
up Noah a preacher of righteoufnefs) and varned 
them year after y;ear ; previous to the overthrow of 
Nineveh J that great cityy., be commilEoned Joiiah to 
go forth and proclaim in the Jlreets^ yet forty days and 
Nineveh Jhall he dejlroyed ; and before he pours out 
the fury of his anger upon Ifrael, his once favorite 
people, the offspring of Abraham his. fervant, he ad- 
drefies them in the admonition which yot have heard^ 
prepare to meet thy God^ IfraeL 

In the preceding verfes of this chapter, the pro- 
phet, in the name of his God, recajpitulates to this de- 
luded, obftinate nation the various meihods which bad 
been employed for their reformation. Andlal/o have 
^ivenyou cleannefs of teeth in all your cities^ and want 
of bread in all your places^yet have yc not returned un- 
to me^ faith the Lord : And I have alfo wiihholden 
from you the rain^ when there were yet three months to 
the harvefi^yet have ye not returned unto me^ faith the 
Lord: I have fmitten you with hlafiing and mildew ^ 
yet have ye not returned unto mey faith the Lord : I 
have font aming you the pejiilence after the manner of 
£gypt^yet have ye not returnedunto mcy faith the Lord : 
I have overthrown fome of you^ as the Lord overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah^ and ye were as afire-brand 
plucked oui of the burnings yet have ye not returned unto 
mey faith the Lord. Who that has noticed, in the mod 
fuperficial manner, thedifpenfations of Jehovah tow- 
ard us as a people, muft not read in our puniflimcnts 
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a rannterpattof thepttnilhmcnts foTmedy infliQed on 
Ifrarfl ? Did liot a Tighteotis God, year after year, 
witfi'hdldfrom us the rain of heaven^ caufing the paf- . / 
tuto to iail in the field, and the corn to langulfli in - * 
the Vafley ? Has 'he not occafionally fmitten us with 
ilajiing''^ and mildew ? ISas he not Jent among us a- 
gain and again the pejliknce^ afurthe manner of E" 
gypt ? And is not the atcufatron, ^hich was brought * 
lagainft Ifrael, at leaft as applicable to us, Tetha'veye 
not returned unio me^ faith the Lord ? Where is there 
any evidence that either our tnelrcies or our judg^ 
tocnts have proved cffeQiial for reclaiming orreform* 
ingtis? Are the living wactes more generally read, 
or toore deeply revered ? Is tte fariEhiary attended 
yio.w by thofe who formerly lived in the negleft of its 
ordinances ? Are tbepraifes of God refounding now 
in hpufes where that celeftial tnelody vjras formerly 
unheard ? Is the holy Sabbath tnore confcienfcioufly 

* 7n the summer of l B02 Just as the fields began to whi- 
ten for the harvest, a mildew pervaded the northern and wes-^ 
tern farts of this state, and blasted in its course two thirds^ ^ 
"perhaps three fourths of the wheat, the staple commodity of 
this country, 

§ Not to mention those malignant^ mortal epidemics, 
which have fearfully s&ourged our principal cities,, the injlti- 
enxa, a species of the pestilence, has taken a general course 
through almost every state in the Union. So generally did 
it prevail in the autumn of i%01ihai scarcely a family in this 
town escaped it ; and mi a particular Sabbath, through the al^ 
most universal indisposition of ministers -ond people, mrious 
churches were laid desolate* 
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fandifitd through our land, or does the power of Cod- 
liners fhine more illuftrious in the lives of thofe who 

 

poflefs the form ? Is the charge of pride, extrava- 
gance, injuftice between man and man, and ingrati- 
tude to the God of our mercies lefs applicable now 
than in years that are pad ? Nay, has not the tide of 
our impiety and profligacy rifen with the tide of our 
>>^ * profperity, and when the divine hand has been ftretch- 
ed out for our corre^ion wc have not fun it^ neither 
have we trembled under thefe difplays of the tnajejly of 
JehovaK Is fuch thefafl, beloved brethren, then I 
cannot addrefs you in language more appropriate than 
the admonition of the prophet to his nation, prepare 
to meet thy God^ IfracL 

Th£ people to whom the warning is direSed are 
Ifrael^ the vifible church of God, The fire of divine 
jealoufy burns peculiarly awful around his altar : 
There the light (hines moft clear ; there the voice of 
admonition is moft frequently heard ; there the privi- 
leges are moft exalted, and confequently there the con- 
fumption determined ufually commences its career. — 
Thofe who rank firft in point of privilege are ordina- 
rily made the firft and moft fearful monuments of di- 
vine indignation. Judgment mufi begin at the houfe 
of God. Rebellion in a fon is both more unnatural 
and inexcu fable, than in a fervant : Our abhorrence 
is much more excited by an a£l of treachery in a pre- 
tended friend, than in the open, avowed enemy ; 
upon the fame principle the crimes of a profeiEng 
people are moft ofFenfife to God, and expofe to the 
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fcvereft marks of his difpleafurc. You only have I 
known of all tl\cjamilies of the earth ; I will therefon 
funijh you for your iniquities. Thchiftory of the world 
fully confirms the truth of thcfe denunciations.-^^ 
Thofe very parts of the earth which were long, and 
fingularly favored with a pure difpenfation of the gof- 
piel, have been afterwards as fingularly the feat of 
judgments, both temporal and fpiritual. Turn your 
eyes for a moment to Jerufalem, once the moft dif- 
tinguiflied fpot of the earth; that city where the tem- 
ple was ereQed ; where the living oracles were pro- 
claimed ; where the morning and evening facrifice, 
this lively pledge of our Great Propitiation, was of- 
fered up ; where the incenfe arofein facred cohimns 
&om the cenfer of Aaron the type of the highpriefi of 
our profejfion ; where the miniftry of our Lord was 
chiefly accomplifhed ; where miracles the mod Tub- 
Ume were frequently wrought by his hands, and ce- 
leftial truth flowed from his lips : Behold alfo Co- 
rinth,* jSardis, Smyrna, and Thyatira, cities where 

'^ * A modern traveller represents^ in a most affecting lights 
th^se once-distinguished parts of the world. Sardis, accord^ 
ing to hisaccountf ** was overthrown bi/ a most terrible earth- 
quake f and is now only a poor habitation of shepherds^ living 
in low and humble cottages : howsoever^** he elegantly adds^ 
«* the antient pillars and ruins lift up their heads, as unwilling 
to lose the memory of their former glory :*^ and Corinth 
which the Roman orator pronounced ** lumen totiusGneci^^** 
ike light of all Greece^ was burnt to ashes for its insolence to 
tbelegates ofBome.^Sce C almet's Die. on Jer. and Well's 
Geog. of the Old and New Test. v. ii, 259, 60. 275, 6. 
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flourifhing churches were early planted by the Evdn- 

gelifts and Apoftles of our Lord. How has* their en- 

. i ' ternal importance funk, and their fpirilual glory dc- 

i parted ? Juft in proportion as evangelic light former- 

I hr fhone clear around, a cloud dark and impenetral^e 

^ ' envelopes them, and the wretched inhabitants are de- 

bafed by ignorance, by fupcr ftition, by every fpccle^ 

of abomination. * 

T„.s verfe, .has =xphi„d, pr.fenu ,o our cd«. 
fideration, 

1. A SOLEMN event, <2 muting with our God ; and 

2. Our duty in*the profpeft of this event, pre- 
pare to meet thy God.  ' 

Each individual of the human kind mud mcei 
Jehovah at death : The immortal fpirit, immediately 
after its fcparation from the body, is furamoned lo 
the tribunal of its judge ; then it is called to render a 
folemn account of its ilewardiliip^ and afterwards, ac- 
cording to its works, is adjudged to an unchanging 
dcftiny, either of glory or of fliamc. It is appointtd 
unto all men once Jo die^ and after death the judgment : 
Again, we mujl all appear before the judgment feat of 
Ckriji^ that every one may receive according to the things 
dcr.e in his hody^ whetlur they be good or eviL 

All mankind collectively muft meet Jehovah in 
the hpur of general retribution. The Lord God haih 
appointed a day^ in the which he will judge the world 
in righteoufntfs^ by thai man whom he hath ordained. 
The trump of the archangel fhall found; the* great 
white throne fhall be erefled ; the figo of the fon 
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oF man fliall appear ; the judge fhall defcend ; all 
the living {hall be inftantly changed, and all the dead a- 
rife : then the kindreds of the nations Ihall flock to the 
judgment feat oftheir common Lord, and receive one 
general irreverfiblcTentcnce, When thcfon ofmanjh'all 
come in his glory^ and all the holy angels with him^ then 
Jhall he Jit upon the throne of his glory ; and before him 

• 

Jhall be gathered all nations^ and he Jhall feparate then^ 
the one from the other : the deeds done in theprefent 
life mud then undergo a review the moft minute^ 
the mod impartial, and the countlefs myriads of the 
human family be awarded toeverlafting life^ or ever* 
lafting perdition. 

But the meeting with God to which the propW 
alludes, and for which he admonifhes Ifrael to prepare^ 
is an event materially different ; it belongs to parti* 
cular communities, or nations, in their public, focial 
capacity. There are periods of national retribution^ 
nolefs than of perfonal retribution; periods when the 
adorable Ruler of the univerfc rifes from his throne, 
and comes forth to reckon with the inhabitants of a 
country ; when he takes a review of all the privileges 
bellowed upon them ; of all the deliverances wrought 
from time to time in their behalf; of the duration of 
their national peace ; of the degree of their national 
profperity, and then chaftifes them for the abufe of 
their privileges, ffear^ all ye people ; hearken^ 
earth and all that therein is : For behold the Lord cometh 
forth out of his place^ and will come and tread on the 
high places of the earth : For the tranfgrejfion of Ja 
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•$ all thiSj and for the iniquity of the houfe of Ifratt. 
The dealings of a fovcrcign God toward indivi- 
duals and nations obvioufly correrpond. He fpares 
the particular perfon notwitbftanding numerous pro- 
vocations ; he affords him the means of repentance, 
and the offers of life ; he alternately alarms and al- 
lures ; he tries him now with mercies, then with judg- 
ments, before he gives commiifion to cut him off 2i% 
utterly incorrigible : And fuch alfo is bis condu6l 
toward nations in general He admonifhes them for 
their impiety ; he forewarns them now by his mef- 
fengers, again by the movements of bis providence of 
calamities that are approaching; he executes one 
threatening as a mean of awakening them to repent* 
anee, and faving them from other and feverer 
fcourges : He thus entreated with the old world one 
hundred and twenty years by the miniftry of Noah ;* 
he thus reproved the cities of the plain by Lot as his 

meffenger, before he turned them into afhes^ making 
them public monuments of his vengeance. With 
what long- fuffering did heexpoftulate with the nation 
of the Jews before he finally marked them out asM« 
people of his wrath ? How Jhall I give thee up^ 
Ephraim ? How Jhall I deliver thee, Ifrael ? How 
Jball I make thee as Admah ? HowJJiall I ftt thee as 
Zehoim ? My heart is turned within me : my repent- 
ings are kindled together. And upon their partial rc^ 
formation in the days of Samuel, of Afa, of Jofiah 
he immediately fufpended the execution of his judg- 
aaents, and wrought falvaliqp in their behalf. 
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When an individual wiffuily ctofes his eyes z^ 
gainft the light of the gofpel; when be Ihuis his ears 
againft its pointed and repeated admonitions ; when 
he tramples with deliberate hardihood on mercies and 
judgments Jehovah in awful fovereignty. leaves hinn 
. to his own delufions ; he ceafes to reprove him either 
by his word, or fpirit) or providence ; ami pronoun- 
ces him a vejffel ^furath fiUed for defiritBion : His- 
condition then becomes utterly and everlaftingly def- 
perate: Alibis prayers^ all biste^rs, alibis remorfc 
for pad tranfgreflionsy or refolutions of amendment 
in future are unavailing. He that being often reproi^- 
edandhardeneihhisneckjjhallfuddenly be dcjlroyed 
and that without remedy. As it is with individuals^ it 
is alfo with nations. They have their accepted time, 
end, if the expreffion be allowed, their day of political 
* Jalvation : But if this be mifimproved ; if they Jill up 
their cup of iniquity, by ingratitude for national mer- 
cies, and by a fpirit of flumber and impenitence ^^ 
midft the fcourges of his providence, the Lord God 
abandons them as altogether incorrigible, and irrevcr- 
fibly decrees their confumption : All the interceffions 
of righteous individuals, and even a general reforma- 
tion will be unavailing for the removal of divine ven- 
geance : Though Noah, and Daniel; and Job fnould 
interpofe and fupplicate,^are thy people, their pray- 
crs may reft in bicffings upon their own heads, but 
will not ftay the hand that is ftreichedbut for correQ- 
ing the nation. The fovereign Ruler of the world 
either pours upon them a fpirit of difcord and con/li- 
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fiao^ makiiig one part of the commuoicy the inftru. 
ment of deftruQion to the other, or he furrenders them 
up an cafy prey to fome foreign foe. What an ex^ 
ample of his vengeance againft the difobedient, incor* 
rigible nation do we behold in the final overthrow of 
the Jews and their city. Jerujalcm^ jferufalcm^ 
thou that kilkfi the prophets andjloneji than that arc 
ftnt unto thci^ how o/Un would I have gathered thy chil^ 
dren together ^ as a hen gathereth her chickens under her ^ 
wingSy andye would not : Behold your houfe is left unto, 
you defolate. If thou hadjl known, even thou at leajl in 
this thy day the things which belong to thy peace^ but now 
th^ are hid from thine eyes. 

Is there not reafon to apprehend that fuch a meet^ 
ing with our 'God is awaiting us as a nation ; that it is 
near at hand ? The figns of the times are peculiarly 
ominous and deferve the attention pf all : The Lord 
God has come onto/ his place, ^zn^iin a manner unu-* 
fually awful is punijhing the inhabitants of the earth. 
With our own eyes we have beheld him Jhaking all 
nations-, we have feen the fwordofwar unfheathed 
in alraoft every part of the globe; we have feen her 
crimfon flag unfurled by lanii, and on the ocean ; the 
earth has been reddened, and the very waters of the 
deep have been tinged with the blood* of the flain ; 

* The battles of Marengo and Jtna by land, and the 

naval engage^nents at the Nile, in the Channel and at Tra- 

Jalgar^ whether we regard the obstinacy -with- which they 

were f ought or the numbers that were slain, prouabli/ stand 

without a'paralkl either in amient or modern history. • 
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we have feen the moft ancient iktid (lately ethpirei 
{hook to their center; crowns tottering on the heads 
of princes ; princes hurled from their thrones and 
princes and peafants mingled in promifcuous ruin. 
Nation has been rifing up againjl nation^ and the 
Lord ofhojls has mujlcrcd the hojls of the battle. Hi- 
therto, through his tender mercies, we have efcaped ^ 
the all devouring vortex ; our peace, with a few in- 
confiderabic exceptions, has been uninterrupted, and 
our immunities as an independant nation have been 
uninfringed. But the period of our public tranquility, 
we have reafon to apprehend, has nearly expired. 
Are not our natural rights at prefent wantonly violat- 
ed, and our commerce invaded ; has not the proper- 
ty of our citizens been violently wrefted from their 
pofieflion on the high feas, and fold at foreign mar- 
kets, and their perfons laid in chains, and doomed 
to languilh incheerlefs dungeons : Every effort ufed 
for the reftoration of our neutral rights, and the re- 
drefs of our grievances has hitherto failed, and the 
cloud is daily fpreading and blackening over our 
heads. 

Amidst thefe dangers from abroad, how humil- 
iating is our fituation at home ? Inflead of harmony 
in concerting meafures for our national defence, is 
there not univerfal diftruft and diftraQion ? No 
longer rallying around one center, and blending 
ourfclves in the common name of AMERICANS, 
are we not alTuming different names, and flocking to 
different fiandards, as if we neither regarded each o« 
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ther as cbildren^bf the fame family, nor members of 
the fame community ? Does not a fpirit of difcord 
pervade from New-Hampfhire to Georgia? Have 
not the different parties become fo intoHerant, fo 
infuriated, that feemingly they want only an opportu- 
nity to rife up in open boftilities ? And remember^ 
of all wars, that of citizen againft citizen is the mod 
to be deplored : This flame when once kindled, is the 
mofl inextinguifhable in its nature,and themofl wafie- 
ful in its progrefs : It is like a torch in a JhtaJ^ and 
ufually confumes a nation both root and branch. O- 
my country ! unlefs the Lord of hods fpeedily inter- 
pofe in thy behalf ; unlefs he reflore mutual confi- 
dehlse among thy fons, and harmony to thy public 
counfels, AN END, THINE END MUST 
COME : Thefword without^ and terror and confu- 
fion within mujl dcjlroy thee^ 

Is fuch our fituation ; are fach our apprehen- 
fions, th^nihe enquiry mud appear equaHy appropri- 
ate and important, how (hall ^t prepare for meeting 
vjith our God ? 

This was our fccond prbpofition, and to it 
your attention is now invited. 

1. All fhould prepare for this event, by fleeing 
without delay to Jefus- Jehovah as their a(;y ^f '^^fas^* 
He is a hiding place from every florm^ and a covert 
from the ternpcji ; flieltcrcd beneath this rock by a li- 
ving faith; having our confcicnces fprinkled with his 
atoning blood, and our fouls adorned with his imma- 
culate rightcoufnefs, we may fit fecure when the cloud 
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has a,Qtually burftcd, aod tb^. ftotiAiii cxHaufting its 
fury. The believicr^ with the lively excrcife of all his 
graces, is like a rpck,ia,tbe midft of.ible; oceaD, unmo- 
ved, imoioveable by all thedafliingof ehheriwind or 
wave : But, whcrf^qh^ where will the ungodly andthd>' 
Jinner appear^ when this wralhof Almighty God has 
gone forth ; when itconfumes thexarthwithher increafe; 
when itfets onjir'e the foundations of the mountains^ and 
burns to the, lozveji hell ? Where ^ (zA, whert will apr> 
pear the empty profeflbr ; the man who poffeffes 
iperely the maflcof chriQianity,. and is an utter Gran- 
ger to Its power, where will he appear when Jehovah 
in his jealoufy will foarch Jerwfalem as with lighted 
candles^ and punifh the men thai are fettled on their 
lees ; that fay in their heafiSy the Lord will not da 
gpod^ neither will he do evil. Where^ ah^ where will 
then appear the gay, the thougbtlefs, wanton youth ; 
thofe who put far away the evil day ; " who crown 
themfelves with rofc buds ;" who chant to the found of 
the violj and remain deaf to all the entreaties of friends, 
and parents, and minifters,TyA^rtf will they fee for help ^ 
where will they leave their glory^ wbon the whirlwind 
of divine wrath Qiall fweep terribly the earth ; when 
the fierce anger of the Lordfhall come upon them^when 
the day of the JLord^s anger fiall come upon them ? To 
all fuch every temporal fcourge is only a pledge of 
that hour when thefon of man fhall be revealed from 
heaven in flaming fiye ; when the elements fhall melt 
with fervent heat^ and the world and the things that are 
therein fhall be diffolved. But they who are reconci- 
led to God by the blood of the Infinite Surety, arc 
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fccured, inFallibly feGurcd from avenging wrath : here 
the thunders of a broken law cannot reach to alarm, 
no lightnings pour their terrors, and therefore they may 

fit unruffled amidft all the agitations of the world. — 
Being jujlified by faith they have peace with God^ and 
if God be for them who can be againji them ? With his 

wifdom to dire6l ; his omnipotence to defend ; his 
all-fufficiency to fupply, and his mercy to fympathife, 
they enjoy a peace which pajfcth under/landing amidft 
every outward ftorm. 

2. We ought to prepare fhr meeting our God by 
walking circumfpeflly aiud keeping our garments un- 
fp<ftted from every pollution. Upon all occafions it is 
our duty to be fober and vigilant ; to keep our hearts 
with all diligence ; to walk worthy of him zoho is caU 
ling us to glory and virtue^ but this is pre-eminently 
our duty and our intercft in the hour of impending 
judgment. True it is, there is nothing meritorious 
in tlie fervices of the creature; our moft perfeft per- 
formances fall infinitely (hortof the pure law of Jeho- 
vah ; yet the rcfleQion that we have walked circum- 
fpeHly before him ; that we have not willingly devi. 
ated from the paths of rightebufnefs to the right hand 
or to the left^ infpires with confidence and joy when 
his rod is ftretched out to fcourge a nation and we 
muft participate in the common calamity. While con- 
fcious guilt then ftands appalled ; while it ftartles at 
the flaking of every leaf the righteous is bold as a li^ 
on ; looking for proteflion to that God whom he has 
fcrvcd ; to whofe glory his life has been honeflly de- 
Toted, he bidi defiance to all external danger ; he- 
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confiders that all the affliaions of time are fliort and? 
inconGderable when compared with the glories *of e. 
ternity ; he contemplates death itfelf as ftripped ofe- 
very terror, and no more than a dark entry to the 
regions of unclouded, everlafting day. With what 
confolation in the depth of diftrefs ; with what holy 
heroifm in danger, did a confcioufnefs of their integri- 
ty infpirethe three Ifraclitcs in Babylon ; it extinguifh- 
cd in their bofoms every impulfe of fear ; it enabled 
them to behold undifmayed the majcfty of the prince-  
ly throne, and the horrors o? the Ji<ry furnace ; O, 
Nebuchadnezar, we are not careful to anfmer thee in 
this matter: If it be fo, «if we muft rcfift even unto 
blood in adhering to our religbn and 'our God ; if 
our tortures are even aggravated by & furnace [even- 
fold hotter than ufual, -we are ndt alarmed at the prof- 
pea, nor anxious about the iffue ;" our God whom we 
ferve is able to deliver frony this burning, ferv furnace ; 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O King. 

3. W£ ought to prepare/or meeting our God by 
awakening to greater diligence in the difcharge of eve- 
ry duty, and abounding more eminently in the work of 
the Lord. When the tumult of war is heard, and the 
enemy appears in view, the prudent foldicr inRantly 
arifes ; he collets his armor ; he fallens every part 
of it in its proper place ; he arranges himfelf in order 
for battle, and thus ftands ready every moment for the 
arduous onfet : When a ftorm is expefted on the o- 
cean ; when the clouds colleft and blacken ; when 
the diftant thunder is heard and the lightnings begin 
to blaze around, the vigilant mariner takes the alarm, 
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and makes the requifitc preparation. Such fhould 
be the chriftian's conduEl when the jadginents of Al- 
mighty God are commiffioned to pafs through a na- 
tion. Of whatever kind the calamity be, whether 
war or famine^ or pejlilence ; on whatever that he cf- 
tecras precious the affault may be made, whether on 
his liberty, or religion, or life, he fliould aim at (lan- 
ding prepared ; at ihaking o(F his fpiritual (loth ; at 
having his lamp carefully trimmed and reple»i{hed 
with oil, from Jcfus Jehovah the anoinied one^ burn- 
ing with the pureft flame ; he ought to become more 
fervent in prayer; more edifying in hisconverfation ; 
more fincere in repentance for his own iniquities, and 
the iniquities of the nation with which he is conned, 
ed ; more abundant in all thjc duties which are incum* 
bent upon him as a man and a chridian. This is the 
beft poflible preparation for all the calamities of life. 
To all fuch the Lord God will become a little fanc^ 
iuary when the fword of his vengeance is drawn, and 
his wrath confumes a guilty land. The angel fpreads 
his pavilion around the pious Lot, when the cities of 
the plain are turned into aflies ; the houfes of the If- 
raelites were paflcd over without injury, when thefirjl 
born was flain in every family of the Egyptians, and 
the minifter of juftice never difclofed his commiflion 
againft Jerufalem, until a mark wasfet upon the fore- 
head of the men thatfghed and cried for all the abom- 
inations that were done in the midjl of the land. The 
providence of God has even miraculoufly interpofed 
for the proteftion of his faithful followers ; he has 
proved a wall of fire around the individual, the fami- 
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lies, the fettlements that have cleaved to him in the 
hour of general apollacy. 

The application fuitable for this fubjeft will be 
readily fuggefted by your own minds. 

1. Let all be exhorted to improve their diftinguifii- 
ing privileges while they are yet enjoyed. You have 
long fat undifturbed under the means of falvation ; the 
heavenly manna has been defcending in fhowers a* 
round your tents and you have been entreated again 
and again to partake this divine provifion ; the river 
of life has been rolling plenteoufly around you its 
rcfrefliing waters, and you have been urged again and 
again to draw near and drink and live for ever.—- 
Whether thefe golden opportunities will be long con- 
tinued, is altogether uncertain ; it depends on the 
mere fovcreignty of Jehovah : I would therefore 
mod folemnly admonifli you to walk in the light while 
you have it : Give glory to the Lord your God^ lejl he 
caufe darknejsj and before your feet fiumble on the dark 
mountains : Let the drunkard abandon his cups ; let 
the fwearer ccafe from his impious oaths ; let him that 
Jtolejleal no more^ but render to all their due ; let thofc 
who haveindulged thcmfelves in fenfual gratifications 
crucify theflefh with its affeHions and lufls ; let the co- 
vetous remember that neither their gold nor their fU 
ver will deliver them in the day of the Lord's anger ;: 
let every prayerlefs perfon awake from his unconcern,, 
and arife calling upon his God ; let thofe who have 
wafted the precious fabbath in idlenefs, or worldly 
employments, hereafter keep holy that day to the Lord 
cur God ly not finding their own plcafurcj nor fpeak- 
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ing; their own wjprds ; let the fecurc^ impenitent hear^ 
ers breai off their Jins by righteoufnefs^ and their ini- 
quities by turning to the- Lord. Are there any prefent 
who, through the cares of this worlds the deceitfulnefs 
of riches^ or the influence of ungodly affociates, have 
departed from the holy commandment^ and thrown ofF 
their chriftian prcjfeffion, let ihein be impreffed with 
the danger of their fituation, and return in the exer- 
cife of repentance to the Living God : let the vain 
and the thoughtlefs youth remember their Creator^ lefi 
they mourn at the lajl when their flefh and their body 
are confumed, faying, how have we hated inJlruElion 
and our hearts defpifed reproof ? ^y all that is dread- 
ful in the wrath of Almighty God, by all that is de- 
firable in his loving kindnefs I exhort Tinners of eve- 
ry age, of every condition to turn this day to theflrong 
holds while they are prifoners of hope. The door of the 
city of refuge is now open, and Jehovah Triune, Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoft are inviting you to enter 
in. The door of the city of refuge is now open^ and 
all the redeemed on earth, and all the redeemed in 
heaven, and all the angels of light will hail with trans- 
ports of joy your entrance and your efcape/row the 
avenger of blood. Haflen, haften to Jefus Chrift, to 
his facrifice, to his righteoufnef^ as your only fecuri- 
iy from the wrath that is to come. The Lord God 
of gods in whofe prefence I now ftand, whom Iferve 
in the gof pel of his Son bears me vvitnefs that I have 
aimed on this day of humiliation at efpoufing you all 
to one hujband, and thus preparing you to meet your 
God ; to meet him now as he is coming forth to a- 



